
The Wampís territory covers 13.000 km2 of dense rain-
forest in the Northwest Peruvian Amazon. In September 
2021, the territory was registered with the UN as a Territory 
of Life, ICCA1, a crucial step forward in the Wampís 
struggle for recognition of indigenous governance and 
protection of their ancestral land. The Wampís’ governance 
and vision ensure the protection of unique intact rainforest 
located in an area where the biodiversity is among the 
highest in the world.   

Peru is fourth on the list of the world’s major rainforest 
countries, and in the Amazon, only Brazil harbors more 
rainforest. Located in the far west of the Amazon, bordering 
the Andes, the Wampís’ territory spans along two large river 
basins in this vast forest, the Kanús (Santiago) and Kankaim 
(Morona) in the departments of Loreto and Amazonas. The 
Wampís territory contains high biodiversity and is part of the 
world’s most critical biodiversity hotspot2. The territory 
consists of both lowland Amazonian rainforest and Andean 
highland rainforest, and most of the area (82%) is intact 
forests. The Wampís Nation autonomous government, declared 
in 2015, is determined to continue protecting the forest. 

The Wampís, numbering 15.300 out of Peru’s 4 million 
indigenous peoples3 are organized in 22 titled communities, 
each with annexed settlements. The Peruvian government 
only recognizes legal tittles to local communities. The 22 titles 
constitute a considerable part of the declared territory, but in 
the titling process, land traditionally managed by the Wampís, 
including sacred areas, was left out4. The Gobierno Territorial 
Autónomo de la Nación Wampís (GTANW), envisions protection 
and governance of their ancestral lands as an integral territory5. 
The declaration of the Wampís government and integral 
territory is based on international rights established in the ILO 
Convention 169 and the United Nations Declaration of the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples6, both adopted by the Peruvian 
Government. 

Autonomous governance:  
“Iña Wampísti Nunke” 

The Wampís’ self-demarcated ancestral territory termed “Iña 
Wampísti Nunke, includes all lands and water bodies along 
the two main river basins, integrating their titled community 
lands in a larger contiguous block. It entails all components of 
nature, in a balanced, interdependent, functional, and dynamic 
socio-ecological system. The territory overlaps with several 
protected areas, which the Wampís argue should be under 
their governance and conservation as they have conserved it 
for generations as part of their ancestral territory. According  
to the Wampís, an integral territory has three interlinked 
dimensions: social interaction, natural resources, and cultural 
heritage. As such, the Ina Wampísti Nuke constitutes a “territory 
of life” and good living.  

In 2021, the Wampís got international recognition as a territory 
of life, or ICCA. It falls under the IUCN category of a Protected 
area with sustainable use of natural resources: “described as 
areas that conserve ecosystems and habitats together with 
associated cultural values and traditional natural resource 
management systems”7. 

Challenges facing the Wampís

The Wampís’ territory borders deforestation fronts both in  the 
north and south, and is constantly threatened by illegal 
miners, loggers and other extractive industries that endanger 
the forest and the livelihoods of the Wampís people, and put 
at risk the lives of Wampís environmental defenders. 
 
The Wampís have confronted exploitation of their lands for 
years, and successfully managed to get threatening oil 
exploration licenses, working in alliance with neighboring 
Achuar people. Their governance and management systems 
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Wampís mobilize to protect their territory.
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1) https://nacionwampis.com/onu-reconocio-al-territorio-de-la-nacion-wampis-como-area-protegida-no-estatal/;  2) https://www.cepf.net/sites/default/files/tropical-an-
des-ecosystem-profile-2021-english.pdf 3) www.Igwia.org  4) https://report.territoriesoflife.org/es/territorios/ina-wampisti-nunke-peru/  5) GTANW, W., 2020. Nación 
Wampis: informe de primer gobierno 2015-2020.  6) https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.html  
7) https://www.iucn.org/theme/protected-areas/about/protected-area-categories  8) https://nacionwampis.com/wampis-climate-strategy/

are developed to face these external, but also internal 
challenges. Tarimat pujut -plans vision for a good living -  
constitutes Wampís’ sustainability vision for its territory. A 
milestone in this work is a functional governance system that 
builds social cohesion towards this common vision. Anthropo-
logical and cartographic studies lie the foundations for proper 
land use in the territory, and management, educational plans 
and leadership schools for young women and men prepare 
young generations for a Tarimat Pujut based on the integrity 
of the Wampís territory.  

Global climate ambitions

The Wampís Nation have developed their own climate 
strategy8, and share a global vision for preserving remaining 
tropical rainforests and move the planet away from code red. 
The Wampís Nation already suffer the consequences of 
global warming, at the same time they are part of the solution. 
The Wampís, as many other indigenous peoples, demand 
that ancestral indigenous peoples’ protection of intact 
rainforest ecosystems is valued as an important contribution 
to climate ambitions under the Paris Agreement. This 
contribution must be recognized and supported directly and  
in an equitable way by international climate finance.

Wampís key messages 

A forthcoming report (to be published in  Nov. 
2021) will give more detailed insights on Wampís 
governance and strategies, but here are some 
key messages to external actors:

To the Peruvian State
 ■ Recognize integral territories: Turn around your 

current approach and facilitate the legal and 
geographical recognition of integral territories 
and indigenous peoples’ rights to govern their 
ancestral territories in the Peruvian Amazon, and 
allow for Indigenous jurisdictions to receive 
climate funding. 

 ■ Legal entity status to indigenous peoples: After 
two centuries the state must now show respect 
for the first nations by approving a legal frame- 
work giving full recognition and registration of 
the legal entity of indigenous peoples.  

To donors and climate funding initiatives
 ■ Make your climate funds touch the ground: The 

Wampis nation has demonstrated how efficient 
and effective their life system is to safeguard 
rainforest and its people.  

 ■ Implementation of indigenous peoples’ life plans, 
should receive climate and biodiversity funding.      

To the European and other countries municipalities
 ■ Become allies to indigenous nations in getting 

funds for autonomous and sustainable  
governance of our territories.    

 ■ Support indigenous peoples’ advocacy in  
your countries and in institutions such as the 
European Parliament.

To Peruvian and international civil society 
 ■ Become our allies towards our recognition as 

nations of indigenous peoples and support our 
struggle for a secure and healthy environment.

To academia
 ■ Inquire how states fail to fulfill the rights of 

ancestral nations, and the consequences for 
nature and the lives of indigenous peoples.

 Wampís territory
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Glass frog (Chimerella mariaelenae)
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